
POC Quakers - Business & Breakfast Meeting Minutes 
Held April 19, 2026 at 15th Street Meeting  
 
Present:  Helen Garay Toppins (clerk), Linda Shirley (Treasurer, cenhesse), John  Choe 
(Working Group), Ernestine Buscemi (Working Group), and Miguel Herrera 

 
 

1.​  Financial Report: As of February 28, 2026 we have $4,930.28 in our bank 
account.  All expenses this month were paid by donations, so there were 
no drawdowns from the account.   
 

●​ $29.80 remains from the NYQ Witness Fund allocated to the 
Translation Project.   

●​ $2,402.46 is left in our Quakerism Curriculum Fund 

●​ $2,498.02 is unallocated and discretionary     

 

2.​ NYYM Affinity Group 

Helen Garay Toppins has been actively working on development of an 
affinity group for people of color for NYYM.  She has been coordinating 
community building and our collective response to the NYYM Statement 
On Becoming an Anti-racist Faith Community 
(https://nyym.org/anti-racism-statement).  Twenty Friends of color have so 
far signed up.  Future meeting times are being suggested and agenda 
items are being sought. Please contact Helen at Office@NYYM.org for 
more information.     

3.​ Witness 

(a)​ Rapid Response - In order to facilitate a rapid response on matters, 
such as signing petitions, releasing statements or correspondence 
on behalf of POC, we agree that the Working Group shall be 
contacted via email for approval and shall report the action at the 
next POC Business Meeting.  This procedure will only be used on 
matters clearly uncontroversial that are in accordance with our 
testimonies.  .   

(b)​We affirm the attached NYYM statement concerning the War in Iran, 
which we will publish on our website and distributed as needed. 

https://nyym.org/anti-racism-statement
mailto:Office@NYYM.org


(c)​Linda Shirley is authorized to sign the Anti-Apartheid Communities 
pledge at AFSC on behalf of POC.  

(d)​We affirm our support for the attached Report to the NY Quarter 
regarding their financial divestment in companies that do not align 
with Quaker testimony.  

4.​ Governance. 

Membership:  We have membership in the Working Group, but not 
in the POC as a whole. Membership in the Working Group will be 
affirmed at a POC Business Meeting by a sense of those at the 
Meeting and will be done in the manner of Friends.   

Topics for discussion at the next POC Business & Breakfast 
Meeting:   

●​ The proposed retreat for POC Worship & Reflection 
●​ Engagement with Manhattan Monthly Meeting (which POC is 

under the care of) 
 

5.​ Innocents Abroad 

●​ John Choe has been appointed NYYM representative for 
AFSC and attended the AFSC Annual Meeting.  He continues 
to advocate for Friends Fiduciary and other Quaker 
organizations to divest from companies engaged in 
questionable military pursuits.    

●​ POC affirms our support for his ministry and affirms the 
attached Minute Calling for Military Technology Divestment 
with its accompanying report - Quaker Concerns About 
Investing in Military Technology.  John Choe drafted a petition 
for those concerned with Quaker investments in Friends 
Fiduciary and profits generated by military contractors 
complicit in genocide:  https://www.change.org/friendsfiduciary. 

 

6.​ Advancement. 

Our Inclusive First Day School Curriculum has progressed through 
Lesson 6 - Equality, Lesson 7 - AntiRacism and we had a productive 
session discussing our response to the NYYM Statement On 

https://www.change.org/friendsfiduciary


Becoming an Antiracist Faith Community.  Field trip to The Studio 
Museum of Harlem is scheduled for April 26, 2026.  Tickets are free.   

7.​ Chinese Translation of Faith & Practice.   

Our Anonymous Donor is ready to fund the remaining project and we 
are just waiting to engage a Chinese-English Reader.  As soon as 
they are engaged we will proceed with translating the remaining 
pages of Faith, the Glossary and Advices and Queries.  Once that is 
complete the New Inclusive Introduction can be finalized and 
translated.  (We have funding for that as well.) 

 

Announcements:   

a. Nova Sturrup is in urgent need of a kidney donor and financial support.  You can find 
the GoFundMe appeal at:  https://gofund.me/9a8e2148.  We urge everyone who can to 
help them in this critical time.   

 

https://gofund.me/9a8e2148















