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Minute Calling for Military Technology Divestment

The Religious Society of Friends unite in our testimonies for peace, equality and
integrity. As a spiritual community, we see the Light in all and value each life equally.
The use of advanced technology to enable war, occupation, and repression is
incompatible with our testimonies as a spiritual community. Therefore, we urge all
Quaker meetings and organizations to divest from technology companies whose cloud
computing and artificial intelligence products enable military, intelligence, and law
enforcement agencies to conduct surveillance, detention, and targeted killing.

We are especially troubled by technologies that gather and analyze vast stores of
personal data, identify individuals at scale, and support targeting decisions that can lead
to detention or death. Such uses of AI and cloud infrastructure are incompatible with a
faithful commitment to see that of God in every person and to labor for a world free
from war and oppression.

Whether it is the rounding up of our neighbors in concentration camps, the murder of
journalists and doctors in Palestine or the bombing of school children in Iran, we must
not invest and profit from corporations complicit in enabling these crimes. As Friends,
we cannot in good conscience profit from systems that expand the machinery of
domination, automate harm, or make violence more efficient and less accountable.

We therefore ask Friends to review all investments, end holdings in companies
materially supporting these practices, and redirect resources toward enterprises
consistent with peace, justice, and human dignity. We further encourage Quaker
meetings and organizations to make this witness public, so that our finances may more
fully align with our faith.

We hold in the Light all who suffer under surveillance, detention, and armed violence,
and we seek courage to live as a people whose witness does not underwrite the tools of
harm.

For more information, read
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Introduction

This document compiles information on Quaker witness and advocacy regarding the
integration of technology firms like Amazon, Microsoft and Google into military operations
and weapons systems, particularly in the context of cloud-based Al-driven warfare and its
impact on civilian populations in Palestine, Lebanon, Iran and the surrounding region. It
reflects concerns about how Quaker investments in these technologies may not align with
our testimonies of peace, equality, and integrity.

Concerns About Tech Firms and Militarization

Quakers have raised concerns about the ethical implications of tech firms' involvement in
military operations. High-profile contracts like the Pentagon’s $9 billion Joint Warfighting
Cloud Capability (JWCC) program and the Israeli military’s $1.2 billion Project Nimbus
exemplify the growing centrality of cloud computing infrastructure and artificial
intelligence (Al) in operationalizing advanced weapons systems. In total, the Pentagon is
spending $13.4 billion on Al this year, including the Maven targeting system, which
received a contract ceiling increase to $1.3 billion through 2029.

Amazon and Google jointly won the Project Nimbus contract to provide advanced cloud
computing and Al capabilities for Israeli military and intelligence agencies to harvest data
for facial recognition, tracking, and targeted killing of Palestinians, including
journalists, doctors and teachers - in violation of international law. Engineers at
these companies were the first to object to the use of the technologies they built to
facilitate unethical surveillance and targeting of civilians by Israeli military and intelligence

agencies.

The JWCC currently involves four tech companies delivering cloud solutions for the U.S.
Department of War to plan and fight future armed conflicts with advanced
communications, data processing, information sharing, and synchronization capabilities
across multiple domains (i.e., land, sea, air, cyber, space). By enabling the use of
advanced weapon systems and coordinated military operations, these emerging
technologiesconflict with our testimonies.

Al targeting systems like Maven have already been implicated in automatically identifying

and directing air strikes against thousands of targets in Iran - including a school where
168 children were killed on the first day. Hospitals, bridges and oil refineries have all been
targeted. Under international law, destroying civilian infrastructure is a war crime. The
speed of Al targeting has reduced human mediation and judgement - often
compounding faulty intelligence - exponentially automating the machinery of
death.



Al’s Impact on Gaza

The Israeli military’s Al-powered targeting systems like 'Lavender' and 'Where's Daddy?’

have had a profound impact on Gaza's population, which is undergoing what many human
rights groups like Amnesty International and experts at the United Nations consider a
“genocide.” Israel's “Where’s Daddy?” program calculates when fathers are home with

their families in order to maximize casualties during targeted missile strikes, often ending
entire bloodlines.

Key impacts include:

e Target Identification and Surveillance: reliance on Al systems to rapidly analyze
data and identify targets increases the risk of civilian casualties, including the
destruction of entire families, in military strikes.

® Automated Decision-Making in Warfare: these systems accelerate weapons use
and reduce human oversight in targeting decisions, increasing the risk of mistakes
and “collateral damage” as well as grossly disproportionate (and avoidable) civilian
casualties.

e Destruction of Civilian Life: Al-powered airstrikes often prioritize the targeting of
residential areas and civilian infrastructure - including hospitals, schools, and
houses of worship - resulting in widespread destruction and loss of life.

e Ethical and Humanitarian Concerns: military systems powered by algorithms
and artificial intelligence challenge the principles of proportionality and distinction,
fundamental to international humanitarian law.

The use of cloud computing and Al technology has become so critical to the widespread
destruction and ethnic cleansing of Palestine that the United Nations Special Rapporteur
Francesca Albanese included an entire section in her recent report documenting how
American tech companies enable and profit from the “Economy of Genocide.”

The Israeli government also uses big tech’s cloud computing and Al technology to
maintain its illegal occupation and apartheid system of ethnic segregation and racially
motivated violence elsewhere in Palestine such as in the West Bank and Jerusalem. These
are not a utilization of “off-the-shelf” products, but special accommodations made for

military operations: ‘Google and Amazon submitted to highly unorthodox “controls” that
Israel inserted into the deal” according to news reports.

Quaker Advocacy

Quakers, who have advocated for peace, and equality throughout our history, are now
being asked to extend these principles to the struggle for climate justice and limiting the
use of advanced technology in surveillance, war and immigrant detention. Actions based
on these principles include:

e Support for Worker Protests: Quaker organizations like the American Friends

Service Committee (AFSC) have supported employee-led protests in tech

companies against military contracts like Project Nimbus.



e (Calls for Divestment: Similar to earlier campaigns to end apartheid in South Africa,
Quaker groups now urge institutional investors to divest from companies profiting

from war, genocide, and apartheid.

e Advocacy for Corporate Accountability: Quakers have called for greater
transparency and ethical guidelines for global corporations, most recently around
climate justice and sustainability.

Advocacy works. Pressure by advocates and journalists recently forced Microsoft to end
its partnership with Unit 8200 (a notorious arm of the Israeli military implicated in war
crimes) in the use of its Azure cloud computing and Al service. While laudable, more

remains to be done, as Microsoft continues to contract with the Israeli military at large.

AFSC and Friends Fiduciary

Many Quaker meetings have unknowingly become complicit in genocide by investing our
corporate endowments through Friends Fiduciary, a Quaker investment fund that buys

shares in corporations like Amazon, Google and Microsoft. Despite years-long efforts
urging them to change their investment policies, Friends Fiduciary has refused to shift
funding away from these military contractors and war profiteers. Friends Fiduciary
argues that military technology is too complicated to develop a clear divestment policy
and that we shouldn’t penalize corporations selling “dual-use technology” (ie, tech that
can be used for both civilian and military purposes). They employed similar arguments
and delaying tactics when questioned about our investments in fossil fuel companies, but
were eventually forced to divest when enough Quaker meetings began to object.

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) has played a leading role in organizing
Friends to end the genocide and apartheid. AFSC maintains an extensive library of
investment research that details big tech’s complicity in the Israeli government atrocities
in Palestine (as well as human rights violations around the world). AFSC also maintains a
shortlist of companies to divest from, which Friends Fiduciary appears to base its
decisions on divestment. Unfortunately, AFSC’s shortlist leaves out some of the biggest
tech companies complicit in genocide. The non-violent Palestinian-led Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions movement has called for us to divest from Google, Amazon, and Microsoft
(BDS also calls for consumer boycotts of big tech but acknowledges that reasonable
alternatives might not exist). This disparity between BDS and AFSC divestment priorities
should be remedied with AFSC updating its shortlist and encouraging Friends Fiduciary to
divest our money from these highly complicit military tech contractors. Pressure

campaigns without the teeth of potential impacts on corporate bottom-lines have not been
sufficiently effective thus far.

As a spiritual community that upholds the testimonies of peace, equality and integrity,
please consider taking action to raise awareness and oppose war, genocide, and the
violation of our rights. Some steps could include:



ile
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Contacting Friends Fiduciary, urging AFSC to update its divestment shortlist, or

signing an online petition urging them to reconsider their investments in Amazon

and other tech companies complicit in genocide;
Drafting and submitting a minute requesting your Quaker worship group, meeting

or organization divest corporate endowments from companies complicit in war
and genocide; or,

Withholding financial support from Quaker worship groups, meetings or
organizations that refuse to divest from companies complicit in war and genocide.

Questions? Contact the Friends of Color Working Group at poc@nycquakers.org!
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